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COUNTRY LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Youth) [12.14 pm]: The Liberal–National government is 
making a $1.2 million investment in young Western Australians through a number of initiatives funded through 
the country local government fund youth development program. This program is one of five initiatives that have 
received more than $5.4 million in royalties for regions funding over two years to improve the capacity of 
regional local governments. Today, I am pleased to announce that local governments in regional 
Western Australia are able to apply for funding through the youth development program. At the core of this 
program is a traineeship initiative that will see the creation of 20 new entry-level positions, providing young 
people with career prospects in their local community. Under this initiative, country local governments can 
access up to $5 000 to pay trainee course fees, and up to $15 000 as a wage subsidy, and receive resources and 
support from the Department of Local Government and Communities. As a former councillor at the 
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale, I know that the local government sector provides a variety of rewarding 
opportunities for young people who want to make a difference at the local level. This is an exciting investment 
by the Liberal–National government into the future of young people who may have otherwise not considered 
a career in local government. This initiative will enable participants to not only gain valuable skills through 
real-life experience but also stay in their community of choice through providing local job options. The CLGF 
youth development program also includes 40 scholarships of up to $10 000 each for young country local 
government employees to undertake training, and 16 two-day workshops on leadership and career development. 
Country local governments have told us that an ageing workforce and high staff turnover impacts on their ability 
to deliver and maintain local services. These scholarships and traineeships will play an important part in 
attracting and retaining young people in our regions and putting a stop to the drain of talented staff. As 
significant employers in many country areas, local governments are well placed to develop the talent of young 
people in their communities. The Liberal–National government is committed to boosting young people’s job 
prospects through the creation of entry-level jobs and career development opportunities in country local 
governments. These initiatives are also contributing to our commitment to creating a stronger local government 
sector in Western Australia. In doing so, we are securing better outcomes for not only young 
Western Australians but also residents and ratepayers throughout our state. 
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